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Minutes

Sherwood Heights Junior High School Council 

September 16, 2009
	Attendees:
	
	

	Rhonda Gibson
	Jackie Ryan
	Jodie Samycia

	Lynne Kaiser
	Barb Hildebrand
	Sally Navis

	Claudette Gannon
	Shelley Bauer
	Rhonda Schwartz

	Paul Pallister
	Lesley Tarrant Belcourt
	Pauline Melynk

	Barb McNeil
	Lori Bambush
	Sharon Midbo

	Pakesh Pandya
	Tom Lademann
	Z’Anne Harvey-Jansen


1. Call to Order at 7:04 pm

2. Welcome and Introductions

3. Approval of Agenda

MOTION/Rhonda S/Pauline that the agenda be approved.  CARRIED

4. Approval of May 13, 2009 Meeting Minutes

MOTION/Sally/Lynne that the minutes of May 13, 2009 be approved.  CARRIED

5. Business Arising from Minutes

None

6. Trustee’s Report – Barb McNeil

· Lisa Brower will be the new trustee attending meetings.
· Accolades to all staff in Facility Services as they did a major amount of work to get the schools up and running.
· Serious budget implications with a reduction of $80 million.  It is estimated that 1.6 million of this is Elk Island Schools.  Discussions were held around the table on this topic.
7. Committee of School Councils (COSC) Report – Lynne Kaiser

The first meeting for COSC is October 7th and the Alberta School Council Association (ASCA) meeting is September 19th.
8. Principal’s Report – Paul Pallister

8.1
Start-up – things are going good – the first few weeks focus on socialization.


Prides and Dens began last year and continues this year to mix different programs and grades. 


Cougar mile was a success.  


We hope to see all students, staff, families participate in the new school vision – CARE  -  Character, Academics, Respect, Engagement.

H1N1 – information went out to students. Hygiene very important.
8.2 Enrolment/Budget/Staff – we have met budget with students as of today and therefore we have not had to use reserves.  With budget restraints will not be able to continue improvements at this time, however this will not impact what we’ve already done.  We have 2 new staff members.  Budget restraint discussions were held around the table.
8.3 Excellence in Teaching - Mrs. Theresa Dach was nominated and won an award last year.  This year Mr. Rob Graves will be nominated.

8.4 June exam weeks – questions were raised with respect to the schedule during the last week and ½ of school.  Only 20-25% of students show up during that time. Discussions were held around the table.  School Council will send a message to all parents about the importance of coming to school during exam week.  We will add this to May’s agenda.

8.5 Board Policies – signing authority change.
8.6 School Education Plan – due October. We have 3 ongoing goals, Differentiation, Character & Citizenship, and Assessment. A new goal, AISI  - Math & Technology will replace ‘Complexity of our School’ as this goal is now in place.  Any suggestions on strategies to achieve any of these goals can be emailed to Mr. Pallister.  Other areas of the education plan were also discussed.
8.7 AISI – Math & Technology – will be a 3 year long plan and will be in the school education plan as noted above.

9. Band Parents’ Association Report – Sally Navis
Grade 7 found out which instruments they will have and we have many new excited students. Grades 8 & 9 will be going to Banff. The Band Parents’ Association will fundraise through the sale of cookie dough and Sobeys gift cards. A casino is also planned but no date has been confirmed yet. There will be a Christmas concert and spring concert.  Make sure to get your tickets early for the Junior High Band Extravaganza as it is always a great show.
10. Logos Committee Report – Jackie Ryan

Instead of providing a quarterly newsletter, we will put something in the Cougar news approximately once a month.  We just had the 1st meeting and the next meeting is October 13.

Every Wednesday is a meeting for logos – you don’t have to be in logos to attend meetings, chapels, etc – these can be attended by other students with permission.  
Parents’ prayer is at 12:45 on Wednesdays – everyone is welcome.

11. New Business – Rhonda Gibson
11.1
Meet the Staff night (Tuesday, September 22 from 7 – 8:30)


School council will have an information table set up.

11.2 2008-2009 Annual Report

Report has been prepared and sent to head office.  This report basically lets the board know what we have been doing as a council throughout the 2008-2009 school year.

11.3 Drug Awareness Presentation & Other Possible Presentations
Last year’s presentation was a success and we would like to have a similar presentation in October or November.  Mr. Pallister agreed to help us with ‘contacts’.  
We would also like to have other presentations planned, perhaps another Cyber-Awareness presentation.  We would welcome any suggestions.
Z’Anne Harvey-Jansen works for Addictions & Mental Health (formerly AADAC) and reported that on October 27 & 28 there are student representatives from 11 schools that will be attending “Respecting & Respect”.  Sherwood Heights will have the Grade 9 Leadership Students attend and then present what they’ve learned back to the students.

12. Correspondence – EIPS Policy Review memorandum
13. Adjournment at 8:50 pm
Next Meeting is October 14th at 7:00 pm.

